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Notes on initial observed drive:

Mary was involved in an RTA in January, her mum has booked this course to help her build her confidence again, as 

she feels the accident has knocked her confidence, and Mary doubts her driving ability. As we set out on the initial 

drive, Mary showed competent driving skills. Her mirror observations and forward planning skills are at a good 

standard. Her roundabout planning and positioning are covered well. She drove on various roads, covering urban, 

rural, dual carriageway and motorways well. Her theory knowledge is very good. I noticed Mary was hesitant at 

meeting situations,  and when turning at  junctions,  she was apprehensive about  her  judgments.  She wanted 

guidance on parallel parking. I also asked her to keep a safe gap when following vehicles. Mary is a cautious and 

courteous driver.

Key areas for development:

• Judgments at Junctions

• Judgments at meeting situations

• Safe gap when following vehicles T.O.T.

• Confidence
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Improvements observed:

I gave Mary some pointers to work on: Judgements at junctions If you could walk across the vehicle, then thats a safe 

gap to turn into the new road. If you say you will jog across, then hold back, as that is not a safe judgement at the 

junction. Judgments at meeting situations Read the road early and then make the decision to move ahead (LADA). 

Look, assess, decide, and act if in doubt, leave it out. If you see a bigger vehicle approaching, you then hold back 

and move when you feel it is safe to drive through. Safe gap T.O.T - When stopping behind vehicles, try to stop so 

you can see the tyres on tarmac rule this is a safe gap between you and the vehicle ahead of you just in case 

someone hits  you from behind.  You will  not  shunt onto the vehicle ahead of  You.  Confidence Over the 2 sessions, 

Mary has felt much more confident driving around. Mary made positive changes to the pointers I gave her, and I feel 

the more she drives, the more confident she will be. Wishing Mary the very best.
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